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BFUMC Staff  
 
Rev. Melissa Traver 
Senior Pastor 
pastor@bainbridgefumc.org 
 
Yuliia Billa 
Director of Music Ministries 
billayuliia@gmail.com 
 
Ida Cooksey  
Childrenôs Director 
ida.cooksey@yahoo.com 
 
Ruth Masciarelli 
Church Secretary 
secretary@bainbridgefumc.org 
 
Mary Nell Lovering  
Financial Secretary 
finance@bainbridgefumc.org 
 
Deborah Jones 
Custodian 

Physical Address: 

300 W. Shotwell St., 

Bainbridge, GA  39819 

 

Mailing Address:  

P. O. Box 541 

Bainbridge, GA  39818 

 

Telephone: (229) 246-1864, 

Fax: (229) 246-3800 

 

Online Sources: 

www.bainbridgefirstumc.org 

www.youtube.com/c/

 bainbridgefirstunited 

 methodistchurch  

Words from Wesley 
 
The new year is a good time to reflect, to set new goals, and to reaffirm 
priorities. Remembering what is most important and the reasons we do 
some of the things we do is also worthwhile. In general, the United 
Methodist Church is a much more practical faith than a doctrinal one. 
We emphasize faith that is lived out each day. Serving Christ through 
loving God and loving our neighbor is prioritized over strict adherence 
to particular doctrines. However this does not mean that doctrine (what 
we believe) is not important. For United Methodists, four collections of 
documents are authoritative for us in terms of what we believe. The first 
is the Bible. The second is the Articles of Religion (which are found in 
the Book of Discipline). The third is A Collection of Sermons by John 
Wesley. The fourth is Wesley’s Explanatory Notes on the New 
Testament (Essentially a biblical commentary written by Wesley).  

 
We spend a lot of time in the church studying the scripture. The Articles 
of Religion are easily accessible and often included in studies of beliefs 
of Methodism or in special times like confirmation. We do not routinely 
study the works of Wesley. Yet, there is much to be gained from 
studying the teachings of John Wesley. Beginning in January, we will 
spend a few weeks hearing sermons based on some of John Wesley’s 
classic sermons. We will also sing some of Charles Wesley’s most 
beloved hymns. Plan to come to worship or watch online as we begin 
this new year by revisiting where we began.  
 
Grace and peace, 
 
Pastor Melissa 
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Calendar Services of Worship  

7:00 amðWorship 
available on-line at 
https://www.youtube.com/c/
bainbridgefirstunitedmethodist
church  

 

9:00 amðIn person 
Worship, Sanctuary  

 

11:00 ъіðIn person 
Worship, Sanctuary 

NOTE: Calendar Schedule may be affected by unexpected changes 
 

WEEKLY SCHEDULEðJanuary 1 

     1 FRIDAY -  NEW YEAR’S DAY 
   Church Office Closed 
 

WEEKLY SCHEDULEðJanuary 3 

     3 SUNDAY -  EPIPHANY SUNDAY 
   7:00 am On-line Worship, youtube 
   9:00 am Early Worship Service, san 
   9:00 am Adult Sunday School, zoom 
   10:00 am Sunday School, assb, sb, jos 
   10:00 am Choir Ensemble Rehearsal, san 
   11:00 am Worship Service, san 

    5 TUESDAY -  9:00-10:00 am Food Bank, assb 

    6 WEDNESDAY -  EPIPHANY of the Lord 
 

WEEKLY SCHEDULEðJanuary 10 

    10 SUNDAY -  7:00 am On-line Worship, youtube 
   9:00 am Early Worship Service, san 
   9:00 am Adult Sunday School, zoom 
   10:00 am Sunday School, assb, sb, jos 
   10:00 am Choir Ensemble Rehearsal, san 
   11:00 am Worship Service, san 
   12:00 pm Choir Recording, san 
   12:00 pm Church Council Retreat, jos 

    11 MONDAY -    9:00-12:00 am MMO-TLC, sb 
   6:00 pm Board of Trustees Meeting, jos 

    12 TUESDAY -  9:00 am Food Bank, assb 
   7:00-8:00 pm Adult Bible Study, zoom 

    13 WEDNESDAY -  9:00-12:00 am MMO-TLC, sb 
   5:30-5:50 pm Christian Fellowship Dinner Pick-Up 
   6:00-6:30 pm Christian Fellowship Dinner, jos 
   6:30-7:30 pm Children’s Worship Arts (Choir), sb 
   6:30-7:30 pm Youth Cell Groups, jos 

    14 THURSDAY - 6:00-7:00 pm Cub Scout Pack #519, sh 
 

WEEKLY SCHEDULEðJanuary 17 

    17 SUNDAY - 7:00 am On-line Worship, youtube 
   9:00 am Early Worship Service, san 
   9:00 am Adult Sunday School, zoom 
   10:00 am Sunday School, assb, sb, jos 
   10:00 am Choir Ensemble Rehearsal, san 
   11:00 am Worship Service, san 
   12:00 pm Choir Recording, san 
   3:00-4:00 pm Handbell Rehearsal, san 
   4:30-5:30 pm Youth Choir Rehearsal, san 
   5:00-7:00 pm Children’s Snack & Fellowship, sb 
   5:30-7:00 pm Youth Snack & Fellowship, jos 

    18 MONDAY -  9:00 am MMO-TLC, sb 

    19 TUESDAY -  9:00 am Food Bank, assb 
   7:00-8:00 pm Adult Bible Study, zoom 

Scripture 
 

January 3 

Epiphany Sunday 

John 1:1-18 

Rev. Amanda Messer 
 

January 10 

Mark 1:4-11 
 

January 17 

Acts 26:1-13,19,21-28 
 

January 24 

Mark 9:38-39 

 

January 31 

Mark 1:14-20 

Locations Key:  SAN=Sanctuary,  SB=Sharp Building,  JOS=J O Smith Building,  ASSB=Adult S. S. Building, CR=Choir Room, SH=Scout Hut   

Pastor 
 

Rev. Melissa Traver 

https://www.youtube.com/c/bainbridgefirstunitedmethodistchurch
https://www.youtube.com/c/bainbridgefirstunitedmethodistchurch
https://www.youtube.com/c/bainbridgefirstunitedmethodistchurch
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Attendance 

WORSHIP 
in the Sanctuary 

Dec 6    9:00 ъі-32 
  11:00 ъі-44 
 Greens љі-68 
Dec 13    9:00 ъі-23 
  11:00 ъі-32 
Dec 20   9:00 ъі-14 
  11:00 ъі-41 
Dec 24   3:00 љі-25 
    4:00 љі-27 
Dec 27   9:00 ъі-15 
  11:00 ъі-39 

 
WORSHIP 
on YouTube 

views at the end of the month 
 

Dec  6 ð100  (37 live) 
Greensð111 
Dec 13ð112  
Dec 20ð129  (24 live) 
Dec 24ð196 Ch. Eve 
Dec 27ð78  (21 live) 

Christian 
Fellowship Dinners 

January 13 
Pulled Pork 
Cole Slaw 
Baked Potato 
Dessert 
 

January 20 
Shepherdôs Pie 
Mixed Vegetables 
Rolls 
Dessert 
 

January 27 
Baked Chicken 
Mac & Cheese 
Green Lima Beans 
Cornbread 
Dessert 
 
MEAL RESERVATIONS 
ARE REQUIRED. 
Make your reservations 
by noon on Monday.  
Reservations can be 
made for the entire 
month by calling the 
Church Office or on-line.  
E-mail the office to get 
the link.  Prepay your 
meals on-line through 
our website, or bring 
exact change. 

    20 WEDNESDAY -  9:00-12:00 am MMO-TLC, sb 
   5:30-5:50 pm Christian Fellowship Dinner Pick-Up 
   6:00-6:30 pm Christian Fellowship Dinner, jos 
   6:30-7:30 pm Children’s Worship Arts (Choir), sb 
   6:30-7:30 pm Youth Cell Groups, jos 

    21 THURSDAY - 9:30 am Thursday Morning Bible Study, zoom 
   6:00-7:00 pm Cub Scout Pack #519, sh 
 

WEEKLY SCHEDULEðJanuary 24 

    24 SUNDAY -  7:00 am On-line Worship, youtube 
   9:00 am Early Worship Service, san 
   9:00 am Adult Sunday School, zoom 
   10:00 am Sunday School, assb, sb, jos 
   10:00 am Choir Ensemble Rehearsal, san 
   11:00 am Worship Service, san 
   12:00 pm Choir Recording, san 
   3:00-4:00 pm Handbell Rehearsal, san 
   4:30-5:30 pm Youth Choir Rehearsal, san 
   5:00-7:00 pm Children’s Snack & Fellowship, sb 
   5:30-7:00 pm Youth Snack & Fellowship, jos 

    25 MONDAY -  9:00 am MMO-TLC, sb 

    26 TUESDAY -  9:00 am Food Bank, assb 
   7:00-8:00 pm Adult Bible Study, zoom 

    27 WEDNESDAY -  9:00-12:00 am MMO-TLC, sb 
   5:30-5:50 pm Christian Fellowship Dinner Pick-Up 
   6:00-6:30 pm Christian Fellowship Dinner, jos 
   6:30-7:30 pm Children’s Worship Arts (Choir), sb 
   6:30-7:30 pm Youth Cell Groups, jos 

    28 THURSDAY - 9:30 am Thursday Morning Bible Study, zoom 
   6:00-7:00 pm Cub Scout Pack #519, sh 
 

WEEKLY SCHEDULEðJanuary 31 

    31 SUNDAY -  7:00 am On-line Worship, youtube 
   9:00 am Early Worship Service, san 
   9:00 am Adult Sunday School, zoom 
   10:00 am Sunday School, assb, sb, jos 
   10:00 am Choir Ensemble Rehearsal, san 
   11:00 am Worship Service, san 
   12:00 pm Choir Recording, san 
   3:00-4:00 pm Handbell Rehearsal, san 
   4:30-5:30 pm Youth Choir Rehearsal, san 
   5:00-7:00 pm Children’s Snack & Fellowship, sb 
   5:30-7:00 pm Youth Snack & Fellowship, jos 

JъїўъћѢ Cъѕюїэъћ ьјїѝђїўюэ 
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Conference News & Announcements 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
On New Year’s Eve, Thursday, December 31, the Church Office will close at 12:00 noon and be closed 
Friday, New Year’s Day.  We will reopen with regular hours on Monday, January 4, 2021. 

 
CHURCH COUNCIL PLANNING RETREAT  

Our new 2021 Church Council will have their Planning Retreat on Sunday, January 10, 2021 from 12:00 
noon to 2:00 p.m.  Lunch will be provided. All Council members are expected to attend but anyone is 
welcome to attend.  Please RSVP to the Church Office so we can get a food count. 

 
NEW ZOOM BIBLE STUDY BEGINS TUESDAY JANUARY 12 

We are still having a good time in our Zoom Bible Study on Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m.  We would love for you 
to join us. The next study is The Way by Adam Hamilton. If you would like a book, please let the church 
office know. The meeting code for Bible Study is always the church phone number with area code. The 
password is always the zipcode. You can join us anytime. Call if you need help accessing Zoom.  

 
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP DINNERS RESUME  

Christian Fellowship Dinners resume on Wednesday, January 13, 2020.  Pick up will continue to be from 
5:30-5:50 p.m. and eating in the J. O. Smith Building will begin at 6:00 p.m.  Meal prices remain at:  
 Children up through age 3 – no cost  Children ages 4-10 - $5.00 
 Ages 11-64 - $7.00         Ages 65 and over - $5.00       
 Immediate Family limit - $22.00  

 
DNOW IS HAPPENING 

DNow is coming! It’s only 5 weeks away, February 12-February 14!  If you are willing to help, contact the 
Church Office or Elizabeth Simmons. 

 
HELP NEEDED WITH OUR 9:00 LIVE WORSHIP 

We need a volunteer to help with the Live stream of the 9:00 a.m. worship service. No experience is 
necessary and you do not need to be "techie!". You just need a willingness to learn. We will teach you 
everything you need to know.  Contact Pastor Melissa or the Church Office if you are willing to help. 

BFUMC News & Announcements 

HUMAN RELATIONS DAY 
One of six churchwide Special Sundays with offerings of The United Methodist Church, Human Relations 
Day give us an opportunity to make an impact in communities where people struggle because they don’t 
have the tools or resources to reach their God-given potential. 
 
During the challenges of the past year, we have seen how systemic inequality affects the most vulnerable 
people. When neighbors experience poverty and live in communities that have less access to community 
resources, as a denomination, we can do so much more together than we could ever do on our own. 
 
Our gifts are part of building beloved community through faith-based volunteer programs, community 
developers and programs that work with at-risk teens. As society begins to recover from this health and 
financial crisis, these programs are vital in strengthening communities that are most impacted. 
 
Please write your check to your local church with “HRD” written on the memo line and place it in the 
offering basket. To give online or set up monthly giving, go to UMC.org/SSGive.  For 2021, Human 
Relations Day is recognized on Sunday, January 17. 
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Music Notes 

Many changes happened in 2020 during the pandemic time. We couldn't meet with each other or gather 
together for a long time, and we couldn't sing our favorite hymns during Sunday Worship. Restrictions related 
to singing in church and being able to visit choirs and music groups have emotional consequences.  
 
I would like to give thanks to all the people who did participate in music worship during this difficult time: 
Youth Drums, Youth Choir, Children’s Choir, Orff instruments, Handbells Choir, some soloists and our FSU 
singers. Thanks to you, our worship was supported with emotional and musical messages. A special “Thank 
You” is given to Sheila Lane for volunteering to play piano during our 9:00 a.m. Sunday services. She 
provides interesting preludes and postludes and she helps work with our Youth soloists.  Another special 
“Thank You” is extended to Curtis Robinson. He is doing an amazing job with sound and video in our pre-
recorded and live streaming worship services. 
 
A New Year is giving us new hope for a better future. Hopefully a vaccine will be available soon which will 
give us the opportunity to have less restrictions. We plan to return gradually to our regular rehearsals schedule. 
We are planning to perform our spring Children’s musical and Youth Choir performances, as well as other 
performances. Everyone is welcome to perform specials-either play or sing, and to join Choir, Bells or Orff 
instruments. We have different opportunities for everyone. You can play only once or be part of a group for 
some time.  We look forward to you joining us in the joy of music. 
 
Yuliia 

Membership 

CONDOLENCES: 

Bob Immendorf   March 13, 1936—December 4, 2020  

Martha Henderson   December 25, 1936—December 16, 2020 

Jane Miller    December 21, 2020 (Mother of Pete Miller) 

 

CONGRATULATIONS: 

To Wes and Martha Stant in the birth of their grandson, Jack Wolfgang Clark, born December 7 to Dessie and 
Dustin Clark in S. Korea. 

See Calendar on page 2-3 for scheduled music activities. 
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Childrenôs Chat 

CHILDREN’S FELLOWSHIP—SUNDAYS 
5:00-5:30 pm. Snack Supper 
5:30-7:00 pm. Children’s Fellowship 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP ARTS—WEDNESDAYS 
6:00-6:30 pm. Christian Fellowship Dinner 
6:30-7:30 pm. Children’s Worship Arts (Choir) 

Children's Fellowship will resume meeting at regular time (5:00-7:00 Sundays) beginning on January 17. We 
are continuing our Armor Of God study. 

Children's Worship Arts will begin on January 13. 

Look forward to seeing everyone in the new year! 

See Calendar on page 2-3 for specific changes to regular scheduled activities. 

YOUTH FELLOWSHIP—SUNDAYS  
Youth Fellowship on Sunday evenings meet following 
Youth Choir at 4:30 pm.  Snack Supper starts at 5:30 
pm followed by Youth Fellowship at 6:00 pm. 

YOUTH CELL GROUPS—WEDNESDAYS 
Youth Cell Groups meet following Christian 
Fellowship Dinner at 6:00 pm. Youth Cell Groups start 
at 6:30 pm. 

See Calendar on page 2-3 for specific changes to regular scheduled activities. 

Youth News 

Youth Cell Groups resume on Wednesday, January 13.  Youth Fellowship resumes on Sunday, January 17.   

SAVE THE DATE:  DNow will be February 12-14! 

CUB SCOUT PACKS IN ACTION   

Pack #519 will resume meeting on January 14. 

The Pack meets on Thursdays, from 6:00 pm.-7:00 pm.   

 

Contact Margueritte Jackson if you are interested. If you do not have MJ's contact info, call the Church Office. 

Boy ScoutsðCub Scouts 
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Memorials 

GENERAL FUND 
 
In Memory of:     By: 
Cindy Griffin      Betty Woodruff 
Robert “Bob” Immendorf    Jason & Christi Murray 
Cindy Griffin      Dr. & Mrs. William W. Oliver, JR 
Drane Smith      Tom & Mary Conway 
Fred & Martha Henderson     Catherine M. Higginbotham 
Cindy Griffin       Mary T. Burch 
Robert “Bob” Immendorf     Mary T. Burch 
 
In Honor of:       By: 
Harriet Smith      Tom & Mary Conway 
Sally Bates       Cathy Cox & Mark Dehler 
Dr. J. Sydney & Carol Cochran   Edward, Jenny, Charlotte, Vivian, Ben, & Ruby Cochran 
Church Staff       Mary T. Burch 
 
 
ALTAR FUND 
 
In Memory of:     By: 
Cindy Griffin      Eugene & Elizabeth Cochran 
 
 
FOOD BANK 
 
In Honor of:       By: 
Jim & Patrice Rentz     Edmund & Kathy Schrenk 
Mr. & Mrs Ken Whittle    Jack & Joyce Leverett 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Rozier    Jack & Joyce Leverett 
Susan Whittle      Library Staff 
 
 
BUILDING FUND 
 
In Memory of:     By: 
Martha Henderson      Glenn & Ann Gunsallus 
 
 
YOUTH FUND 
 
In Memory of:     By: 
Martha Henderson      Jason & Christi Murray 
 
 
MUSIC FUND 
 
In memory of:      By: 
Jim Hall      Goldie, Jones, & Regina Gossett 
Henry Gossett      Goldie, Jones, & Regina Gossett 
Martha Henderson     Mary T. Burch 
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Members to Visit, Call or Send a Card 

 
Marcia Barber    1633 Wesleyan Drive, Unit 122, Macon, GA  31210  
Oscar & Bobbie Dewberry 909 Elizabeth Place, Bainbridge, GA  39819   229-246-1890 
Steele Malone     1808 Woodridge Drive, Bainbridge, GA  39819  229-246-1381 
Billie Maestas   c/o Wayne & Sandra Haines, P.O. Box 815, Bainbridge, GA  39818 
Ruth Sansom   c/o Anne Sansom, 161 Redwood Drive, Bainbridge, GA  39819  
Helen Tillman   1015 Palm Blvd., Port St. Joe, FL  32456   229-246-3080 
Anne Fowler  Wildwood, 3333 E. 28 Street, Tulsa, OK  74114-5915  918-935-9352 
Betty Jo Fulmer Riverside Place, Room #152, 1151 W. College Street, Bainbridge, GA  39819 
Nita Holt  Riverside Place, #146, 1151 W. College Street, Bainbridge, GA  39819  246-4334 
Hazel Westbrooks Riverside Place, Room #135, 1151 W. College Street, Bainbridge, GA  39819 
 
Cadet Nathaniel Lambert P.O. Box 2533, West Point, NY 10997-2533  


